~TJ.S. Rejects CufianBid 
Defectors’ Return 
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The United States _ 

*day received and rejected- for 
the time being a demand by 
Cuba for return of a .Cuban 
military helicopter and two 
defectors who hijacked it and 
took it to Florida on Friday. 

? But the United States die} 
3gree to turn over to Havana 
authorities the body of the 
tielicoper’s pilot, whp was 
killed in the dramatic escape, 
knd a 17-year-old crewman 
who wanted to go home. 

An envoy from the Czech- 
oslovakian Embassy, which 
represents Cuban affairs 
here, yesterday presented the 
State Department with a Ha- 
vana note calling for return 
of the helicopter and ail those 
• Aboard including the body of 
the pilot. 

The note charged, t^at the 
two defectors had committed 
desertion, theft, treason and 
; murder. - ?, g ^ 

£ A: State Department spqjes- 
man said that the deputy co- 
ordinator for Cuhan '^ffair£, 
William Bowdler, toj^ the 
zech. diplomat, Counselor Sar- 
lav Zantovsky: g f 
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the U.S. 
wo^ld^puf it up 
~ o Regime to 
a if' it can. 
ri is being j 
te^ii^estiga- 

rdknptu h^ws 
s^ent Johns' 
Poking very 
into the situation 


confer 
s$ld£M 
carefully 

conferred earlier in 
?day with* Secretary;, of 
Dean Busk and Hefei"' 
ary Robert S. Me 
mara about the incident. If 
there is any official statement, 
he said, it probably would 
come from one of the two 

Cabinet members.] 
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